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Cruising Fleet Scoring – 2016
In the interest of fairness, and in the interest of developing a level playing field for all, there must be a standard set of scoring rules in place for the 2016 season. 
The Cruising Fleet scoring season will be composed of three series:

1 -  Sunday Club racing  from May 1, 2016 through October 15, 2016.

2 -  Wednesday Night racing from May 4, 2016 through August 31, 2016.

3 – Four regattas to include Memorial Day, Guy Moulton 4th of July, Labor Day, and the HRYRA Last Chance Regatta.

Fleet awards will be given for the spinnaker and non-spinnaker divisions in each series.

There will be no application for Club awards from the Cruising Fleet.

Below are Cruising Fleet Scoring rules for 2016:
We will use the traditional low point scoring system for a long series as outlined and discussed in Appendix A of the USSA Racing Rules of Scoring, changing rule A9 and rule A4.2 with the following exceptions:
1. The number of registrants shall be determined at the end of the racing series by the maximum number of boats to have started a division series race. 
2. Number of Throw-out races per series
One (1) to five (5) races per series will result in one throw out race.

Six (6) to ten (10) races per series will result in two throw out races.

Eleven (11) to fifteen (15) races per series will result in three throw out races.

Sixteen (16) to twenty (20) races per series will result in four throw out races.

Etc. 
For a race to count, at least one boat in that Division must have finished the race. The number of races in a series will be determined at the end of the season. 
3. A boat is considered to be competing in a race when she registers with the Race Committee while underway, not when she crosses the starting line.

All boats intending to race shall check in with the Race Committee before their race by VHF radio or sailing by and hailing the Race Committee, and receive verbal confirmation of registration.

4. Definitions for Scoring Purposes
DNS = Did Not Start = number of starters + 1
DNF = Did Not Finish = number of starters +1 if a boat withdraws from the race for any reason.

TLE = Time Limit Expired = number of starters + 0 if the time limit elapses per the Sailing Instructions (including the 30 minute rule).  This rule is new this year.
 

DNC = Did Not Compete = number of starters + 3, not to exceed the number of registrants + 1.
DSQ = Disqualified = number of starters + 1. 

If a boat withdraws without notifying the Race Committee, she will receive a DSQ.
5. Official PHRF Ratings
Any boat may race in Nyack sanctioned races and receive an elapsed finishing time if they 1) have a valid PHRF rating number, 2) have paid Fleet dues, or 3) are listed as a Friend of the Cruising Fleet.
6. Skipper
A boat is scored, not the skipper. Hence, if a skipper/owner must be absent from a race, a substitute person or crew may skipper the boat and the boat will still receive points. 

7. PHRF Divisions
A boat shall declare which division she is racing in when she registers with the fleet at the beginning of the race. 
Division 1 – Spinnaker division
Division 2 – Non-spinnaker division
8. Starting Sequence
The starting sequence of a Cruising race will be determined by the Race Committee, and will be clearly spelled out in the Sailing Instructions.
9. Scoring Mathematics
Scoring for Nyack races will be based on time-on-time. 
The equation used for corrected time on the race course will be 
Corrected time = Elapsed time x (650/(550 + PHRF rating)). 
10. Race Committee/Race Patrol Duty
Those skippers assigned to Race Committee or Race Patrol duty for a specific race, even as part of a work service obligation, that are unable to race their boat because of that assignment, may receive their average racing score for the year based on the number of completed races. No more than 10% of your races may apply. Those not honoring their Race Committee or Race Patrol assignment will be given a DSQ.
